Report about the Jewish-Ethiopian Cultural Heritage Exchange Mission in Ethiopia
(Axum & Addis Ababa) from January 2™ to 7" 2009

In January 2009 H. E. Benedikt and two of his comas, one being an architect the other a
social worker, made a short friendship visit toigpa. They stayed for three days in Axum

for a spiritual investigation about the Ark of tR®venant, which — according to Ethiopian

Tradition — is located in a little chapel therelbby the late Ethiopian King Haile Selassie to

the west of the great Cathedral Mary-Zion.







The chapel is surrounded by a little yard and an fence and is not allowed to be entered by
anyone, but the life-long guardian, who is stayimghe building day and night. The team
found the whole site covered and permeated by & suidime spiritual presence and light,
radiating from the center of the small chapel. €heas no doubt that the Ark was really
posted there. Yet, it was not possible to discavieat it contained. Also it seemed that the
content of the Ark was complete and charged witte glivine light. It seems that — in case it
should come once more into use — it would neecetpusified in some way.

As we were specially seeking for the biblical “stoof light” (Zachariah 4 & Revelation 2)
we sensed that its might also be located in closkity of or in the Ark itself. It has an
octagonal base with some meaningful graving onnd & shining in bright luminosity.
Western tradition has called it the “Holy Grail” thre “Philosopher’s Stone”.

As a side effect of this peaceful stay, we gotdmie the simple local population, touching
our hearts by there humble meekness, respect dsawetheir detached and authentic
friendliness. Children as well as adults met wishirujoyous curiosity, blessing our stay with
their radiant smiles, transparency and spiritual®n the road Dr. Benedikt met a local
teacher, who remembered him from his previous visitl997 and approached us with
tangible excitement.



Axum is a village where life is streaming in theimeoads. People quietly flow along the
roads in search for fire-wood, for water or simfidy their whole-hearted daily prayers. On
holydays we could observe them celebrating andtoigathe whole night. Accompanied by
African drums they often dance themselves intoasgstFor us it was a soul bath in peace and
liveliness.

Being one of the most mysterious counties in thedydthiopia has a history of 3000 years
of continuous Judeo-Christian Culture and Tradjtwhich provides an unfaltering awareness
of eternal ethical, spiritual and human valuesc8&isuch a solid foundation is not to be found
in any other African country and nation, which desmf several outstanding educational
efforts by African leaders (like Kenyatta), has mmted spirit and ethical stability, a lack
giving way to all those destructive forms of leadap and politics, which have caused several
civil wars and even genocides in many of the Africauntries.

So by its very self-definition we firmly believe ah Ethiopia is destined to become the
heading force and light for the ethical and soctisolidation of the African continent and its

different peoples. It is already in present days #kddis Ababa is sheltering a number of Pan-
African initiatives and conferences which absorbigjtian spirit in being hosted there.



When shifting from Axum to Addis Ababa, we prepafedtwo pre-arranged meetings with

some dignitaries of the country. First was the andeé with His Holiness Abune Paulos, the
Patriarch of Ethiopia and Archbishop of Axum. Heewed us with great respect and
openness and started to inquire about how we experd the people and if we enjoyed the
stay in Axum. So we took the opportunity to express great respect for the Ethiopian

people (especially in the villages) whom we fousdaing deeply cultured and devout and of
outstanding noble inner attitude. He enjoyed owiterment and one could see his love for his
people in his radiant eyes. Getting to the reahfpof our meeting — which was to dispute the
traditional visions of the prophetic perspectiveboth of our countries — Ethiopia and Israel
and their interrelation, the Patriarch got reabyted and offered a special Audience in near
future for a more in depth discussion and shatfilged with good spirit and enthusiasm we

left the Patriarch’s office.



In the waiting hall we met Father Mussie BerheE#imopian monk, who serves his religious
community in California. Meeting him was a realtgBeing a monk of the ancient tradition



as well as a modern minded educator and peacasactie found great inspiration in talking
with him. Touching different subjects as mysticdueation, peace work and international
initiatives for spiritual and social developmentdifferent countries of the world we decided
to keep contact for possible future cooperation.

Also we had a good talk with an Ethiopian sociarepreneur from whom we learned a lot
about the present situation in his country — asubocess and distribution of water, social
development etc.

These and other subjects have been discussed hedoleft the Patriarch’s office to meet
Princess Mariam Asfa Wossen, the grand-daught&lirgf Haile Selassie. She made a most
humble impression with a modest appearance. Irconversation we discovered a couple of
common visions and concerns as for our two cow)theing value education, awareness and
preservation of our different cultural and religisoinheritages and international relations.
Another topic is the outstanding history and relaship of Ethiopia with Israel. It was
touching to hear the Princess expressing her pessicupport for a just and fair perception
of the situation of Israel in the midst of a Muslfnab World. We hope to be able to give
some support in her efforts to creating a veriBadlvareness of Ethiopian culture, values and
inheritance!

As a dangers, especially for the young people weasaegative influence by international
media and money which might lead to spiritual féigeess, ethical and sexual corruption. In
this manner we pray for God’s protection of theigjian people and their spirit.



